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Alongside a flight of stairs 
leading to the Collegiate 
church in Bellinzona and 
so lulled by the sound of 
church bells, stands this 
original drinking fountain 
has a powerful presence. Its 
waters, offered to countless 
passers-by, have always 
been prized. Made of cast 
iron, it has a particularly 
original structure. With 
its central mascaron and 
twisting fish, it evokes a 
mythological scene.

The bold, innovative 
architecture of the 

fountain which was 
built in the middle 
of piazza di Molino 

Nouvo in Lugano, 
beckons passers-by, 
encouraging them to 
linger and enjoy the 

fresh play of water and 
light. It was designed 
by the architect, Tita 

Carloni.

Sala Capriasca’s drinking 
fountain-washroom has 
a particularly original 
structure and in fact its 
importance is recognised 
by the Canton Ticino 
in its Cultural Heritage 
list. Protected by a 
portico built in Piemonte 
style, it comprises two 
small basins and a large 
rectangular one fed by 
a spring which flows out 
from the mountainside 
above.
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The drinking fountain built 
in 1770 by Carlo Martino 

Moncrini and dedicated to 
his village, Sala Capriasca, 

never ceases to amaze 
passers-by. It comprises an 

ensemble of stone slabs 
placed in a pyramid shape. 

Various human faces and 
skulls combined with divine 

words and warnings evoke an 
existential mystery. Amongst 

the many stone works of art 
in Lombardy and Ticino, in 
terms of its grandeur, this is 

hard to beat.
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This elegant drinking fountain 
with its original sunken curves 

and jagged edges had originally 
been built next to the route of the 
old mule path which used to wind 

its way up to San Gothard pass. 
Nowadays it stands in the middle 
of the upper piazza in the village 

of Giornico. The capital of the 
sturdy main column is surmounted 

by fleshy red geraniums.

A single granite block, 
carved out in an octagonal 
shape, is Faido’s drinking 
fountain. It was built by the 
Municipality in 1868 next 
to what was then known as 
“Via delle genti” (Folks 
Street), nowadays a main 
road. In the middle, the 
vertical column has two 
spouts providing a constant 
supply of fresh water.

Right in the middle of the 
spacious Prato Leventina 

piazza, this drinking 
fountain delights the 
many hikers walking 

by with its endless 
babbling. It is formed by 
a large basin made from 

a single large piece of 
local granite. Carved on 
the right side is the year 
when it was built: 1883.
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Providing fresh sparkling water 
and a sense of contentment, 
the old drinking fountain in 
Golino-Losone’s peaceful piazza 
is surrounded by traditional 
centuries old houses. In the middle 
of the attractive granite basin there 
is a sturdy column from which 
water gushes out on two sides. The 
capital adds a note of colour.

In the mountain village 
of Calezzo (Intragna), 
alongside the washhouse, 
there is an interesting 
rectangular drinking 
fountain. Built together 
with the shrine in 1846 
by Giacomo Maggini, it 
represents an unusual 
ensemble and indeed is 
one-of-a-kind in Ticino, 
where Saints and the Virgin 
of the Holy Mountain greet 
and protect those who pause 
to slake their thirst.

The traditional drinking 
fountain-washroom in 

Cumiasca, a delightful 
hamlet near Corzoneso, 
evokes a note of bucolic 

poetry. It has an interesting 
appearance and the 

place where it stands is 
particularly evocative. 
It was built out of local 
materials and the roof 

and basin below are very 
attractive.

The stone roof protecting 
drinking fountains and 
washrooms is typical 
of buildings in the 
Sopraceneri area. A sturdy 
truss made of larch wood 
bears this interesting 
drinking fountain’s heavy 
roof in Berzona on the 
roadside leading to the 
village. It is fed by a spring 
upstream. Water flows 
down to the large basin via 
a stone channel.

The gracious drinking fountain 
made of granite stands in Intragna’s 
pleasant central piazza, surrounded 

by the church of San Gothard and 
a number of colourful dwellings. 

It is oval shaped, with a decorative 
column, two spouts and a capital 

festooned with flowers. It was 
carved by the local stonemason, 

Matteo Pellanda in 1894.

In the village of 
Personico they call it the 
“Fontanone” (big fountain). 
This is a centuries old, 
double fountain placed 
in the upper part of the 
village where houses give 
way to countryside amid 
swathes of wild chestnut 
forests. The stone basins 
are curiously large and 
are carved out of two big 
boulders. The column and 
the capital were added 
later. Someone has carved 
the year 1871.

The large drinking 
fountain which stands 
in Olivone, in the 
hamlet of Sallo, exudes 
bucolic tranquillity 
and rustic practicality. 
It comprises one-piece 
basins carved out of 
local stone and arrayed 
in a harmonious, 
functional manner. It 
is redolent of colourful 
troughs where cows 
drink in the evening. 
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Locarno dedicated the 

monument with the 
drinking fountains to 
its illustrious citizen, 

Colonel Giovanni 
Antonio Marcacci. It 

stands in the middle of 
piazza Sant’Antonio and 
represents an important 

work by the sculptor, 
Alessandro Rossi, who 
alongside the pedestal, 

created two lions intent on 
dispensing water.

The drinking fountain is 
particularly attractive as it 

is visible on the roadside 
leading to the village of 

Torre, an age-old locality 
which has been inhabited 
since the year 1200. The 

octagonal basin framed 
by fleshy red geraniums 

is particularly beautiful. 
People often linger to drink 

the fresh water flowing 
down from Adula glacier.

In the midst of Moghegno’s 
traditional small square, 

the dainty drinking 
fountain built in 1895 

exudes elegance. Water 
gushes from the robust 

granite pillar to entertain 
and restore passers-by. 
Lower down, there is a 

small basin where people 
can wash their feet. In the 
upper part of the village, 

Moghegno boasts the 
longest stone drinking 

fountain in Ticino.

The large one-piece basin 
was placed above the sunlit 
main piazza in Sonogno 
in 1857. It has a sturdy 
central column surmounted 
by a decorated capital 
bedecked with flowers. 
It offers an evocative 
encounter with life in a 
mountain village. On the 
right, the shape of a small 
guitar player, built out of 
stone, beckons passers-by 
and invites them to linger.

The one-piece basin 
which is Iragna’s drinking 
fountain, located in the 
elegant piazza known as 
“al Pozz”, was built in 1911 
entirely out of granite. It 
is protected by a fresco 
illustrating a religious 
event. A farm labourer, 
returning from the fields, 
lowers his sickle into the 
plentiful fresh water.

This lovely drinking fountain, 
placed next to the main road, 

evokes a bygone age and relates 
the tough story of migration 

from Frasco. It was donated by 
the “Benefatori Californesi” 

(Californian Benefactors) who 
returned from distant America in 

1901. The origin of the conical 
stone with a chain hanging from 

the spout is a mystery.
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In the middle of the piazza in 
the village of Verscio, the large 
drinking fountain has been 
singing its story since 1811. It is 
a fine rectangular basin, made of 
soapstone, which the local people 
once used for sharpening their 
knives. In the middle, there is an 
elegant column whose capital is 
surmounted by red geraniums. 
Water streams out of three spouts 
which, it is said, used to be gun 
barrels.

The piazza in the village of 
Tegna is embellished by this 

drinking fountain, built in 1863 
to celebrate the archpriest, Don 
Gottardo Zurini, from the Terre 

di Pedemonte. With a stone bench 
alongside and a small basin at the 

bottom where country people could 
wash their feet, it offers comfort 

and succour to passers-by.

Following the mountain trail 
starting at the Val Malvaglia dyke, 
you enter verdant Val Combra, 
crossing through lush woods of 
alder. This traditional wooden 
drinking fountain, made out of a 
great larch trunk, is perfect for 
relieving fatigue and quenching 
hikers’ thirst. Water flows from the 
column which is also made of wood 
and carved to resemble an ibex.

The fountain, built on the edge of 
the piazza in the village of Loco
has a rare, patriotic appeal. The 

centre of this interesting stone 
basin sports a decorated column 

with waterspouts on two sides. The 
capital is surmounted by a bronze 
statue of William Tell created by 

the Degiorgi brothers.
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still!  When we near a spring, the exhilarating 
sensation of continuous motion makes us feel alive. 
Our soul rejoices, for the presence of water fills us 
with joy. Fresh water soothes and comforts us and 
quenches our thirst.  We associate the gesture of 
drinking water with the succour it gives us. And so 
springs never cease to amaze us. Their wonderful, 
everlasting gift assumes the colour of the sky and the 
transparency of the seasons. 
Travelling throughout Ticino, great is the pleasure to 
be had from approaching these springs. A hundred 
places and a hundred shapes elicit a poetic, artistic 
vision. We become mindful of the inestimable wealth 
of springs, bestowed free of charge for our wellbeing. 
Quenching our thirst whilst listening to the sound of 
water eternally flowing; this is a spring’s great gift.  
Springs are important examples of our region’s 
cultural and artistic heritage and have always played 
an essential role in the story of our country villages. 
Their time-honoured presence reassures us.
Springs tell the tale of village comings and goings, of 
housewives drawing water with copper pails, farmers 
seeking relief from intense summer heat and the 
joyful presence of youngsters running hither and 
thither, giving a voice to our springs.
We searched high and low, all over Ticino, looking 
for springs; this exclusive exhibition showcases 
several of them. Each one has its own particular 
features which reflect the way in which people used 
to live in a particular time and place, for example the  
builders who chose the stones, wood and iron. Over 
the centuries, all these springs have sung a song of 
beauty which is as old as the world! And even now, a 
chorus intones the wise proverb, 
“In 100 years and 100 months, water flows back to 
its village!”
(In cent’anni e cento mesi, torna l’acqua ai suoi paesi)

Along the route leading to Mt 
Generoso, in the village of 

Somazzo, the drinking fountain, 
built in 1903, is particularly 

patriotic. On top, a well-dressed 
little man seems to beckon thirsty 

passers-by to imbibe the mountain 
water.

The small metal fountain situated 
in the Capriasca village square of 
Campestro is particularly elegant. 
Dating back to the mid-nineteenth 

century, it is popular with local 
residents and still quenches 

the thirst of passers-by. It also 
contributes to the evocative rustic 
atmosphere in the village which is 
made up of ancient dwellings and 

traditional cobbled streets.

Featuring an interesting 
construction which 
covers and protects the 
drinking fountain and the 
washhouse, it can be found 
in Almatro-Cagiallo. It 
features a round arch with 
a pattern created by the 
use of terracotta bricks. 
The structure makes a 
popular meeting place 
for local residents on hot 
summer days.

The drinking fountain-washroom 
in Davesco, constructed in 1865, 
is characterised by dappled light 
and shadows and a comforting 
rustic portico built to protect 
it. Cool water gushes out of the 
mouth of the wonderful mascaron 
which evokes a lion’s head. This 
locality was celebrated in a 
renowned painting (1885) by Luigi 
Monteverde.

The drinking fountain 
standing in Meride’s 
central square is 
particularly interesting 
with its circular basin in 
the middle of which stands 
a sculpted column; the 
design is then repeated 
with a smaller round basin 
in the upper part from 
where water flows. It is 
especially popular with 
youngsters who like to 
quench their thirst here.

This interesting fountain 
tempts one to linger a while 
on the path that crosses 
the Cavaldrossa ridge 
(Capriasca mountains 
rising to a height of 1200 
metres). From Respi the 
path leads to the Davrosio 
pastures. Made entirely 
out of wood and featuring 
mythological sculptures, 
it offers passers-by cool, 
fresh water, mountain 
flowers and whimsical 
charm.

The drinking fountain in Cabbio 
(Valle di Muggio) has been lauded 
as the finest, most complete 
fountain in Ticino. Built in 
1806 and comprising a central 
washhouse and two side buildings, 
with jutting out porticos supported 
by granite columns. The roof is 
made of local stone slabs. 

Unassuming and extremely 
functional, this drinking fountain 
is placed against the washhouse. 
It stands at the foot of a shrine 
dedicated to the Madonna del 
Sasso by the inhabitants of 
Odogno in 1855. The water still 
flows constantly and in abundance 
from the spring to the north of the 
Capriasca village.

This drinking fountain 
built at the beginning of 

the nineteenth century 
by the residents of 

Muggio offers a solemn 
vision. The basin, which 

is quite sizeable, is 
protected by an original 

portico supported by 
four columns. Slightly 

higher up, another typical 
fountain offers a constant 

supply of fresh water to 
slake your thirst.

Built out of simple materials, 
at the foot of a freshwater 

spring, surrounded by swathes 
of mountain herbs, the small 

drinking fountain is located to 
the north of the Pairolo alpine hut 

on the slopes of the Denti della 
Vecchia Mountain (at a height 

of 1350 metres). This drinking 
fountain can be relied on to extend 

a convivial welcome to weary 
walkers and slake their thirst.

Refined and elegant, 
the drinking fountain 
on the edge of piazza 

Valègg in Arogno 
enriches the heart of 

the village. The basin 
is hexagonal and made 

of lovely stone slabs. 
In the centre, a spiral 

sculpted column is 
redolent of baroque 

style helical columns.

Located at the 
entrance to the 

Malcantone village, the 
drinking fountain in 

Aranno is particularly 
refined. The portico, 

borne by fine columns, 
is elegant and austere. 

It harmoniously 
protects the basins 

into which fresh water 
constantly gushes. 
Fleshy geraniums 

enliven the harmonious 
ensemble.

The village of Rovio 
boasts a remarkable 
assortment of 
drinking fountains 
and troughs as well as 
this fine washhouse. 
Particularly 
traditional, with a 
large granite basin 
it was once used 
by housewives for 
washing clothes. The 
double pitched roof, in 
Piemonte style, shields 
and embellishes it.  

The drinking fountain, 
the trough for animals 
and the two basins
for washing and rinsing 
clothes make for a 
rare, highly evocative 
architectural ensemble. 
Built in 1870 in the 
village of Vaglio, it has 
been proudly cared for 
by local residents. The 
small image was taken 
in the middle of the last 
century. 
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Situated on the Bissone 
lakeside promenade, 

this attractive hexagonal 
drinking fountain features 
a stone column with water 

gushing out from two sides. 
A cherished presence 
on the shores of Lake 

Lugano, it has traditionally 
been used by fishermen 

repairing their nets as well 
as by people strolling along 

the shoreline.

The cluster of houses in 
Soresina-Rivera provides 

a wealth of examples of 
the rural lifestyle which 

has traditionally been 
dependent on the fresh 

water flowing down from 
Mt Tamaro. Alongside the 
building which houses an 

alembic still just a short 
walk from the mill, is the 

very attractive drinking 
fountain-washroom, 

bearing witness to an 
intensely practical lifestyle. 

Mendrisiotto

Luganese

Bellinzonese

Riviera

Valle Blenio

Leventina

Vallemaggia

Locarnese, Centovalli, 
Valle Onsernone, Valle Verzasca
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simplicity at this small 
drinking fountain placed 
next to Bigorio Convent 
where meditation 
and silence still rule. 
The bronze sculpture 
represents Saint Francis 
of Assisi and conjures up 
his song “Be praised my 
Lord, for Sister Water, who 
is very useful, and humble, 
and precious and chaste”.

The majestic, colourful presence 
of the grand beech tree on the 

Brena-Mezzovico hills enhances 
the importance of the drinking 

fountain whose cool waters have 
soothed hikers for many years. 

Built of granite, it is an integral 
part of the hillside aqueduct 

constructed in 1940. The water 
channelled down from the heights 
feeds five other drinking fountains 

in the area.
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The exhibition has been organised by the San Salvatore 
Funicular Society with the support of

B T F SA
Costruzioni Metalliche

Photographs and words by 
Aldo Morosoli, Cagiallo 

The exhibition is located in the 
Restaurant Vetta San Salvatore.
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